IN LIVING COLOR

ONE DRAMATIC GARDEN UNITED TWO DISTINCT HOUSES

and grating cross the water runnel so that 100 percent of the patio space is usable.

ICHARD HARTLAGE faced some
unusual challenges in designing
Joanna and David Beitel's Mont-
lake garden. Their request for a flat
lawn for the kids and a terrace for
outdoor dining weren't out of the ordinary.
But Joanna, with degrees in ornamental
horticulture and urban forestry, had an
ambitious list of features, including year-
round interest in hardscape and plants,
plus water and an outdoor fireplace. And

then there was the master list of “must-
have” plants in her favored color palette of
red, orange, periwinkle and chartreuse.
The most demanding part of the project,
and key to its success, was melding garden
and architecture. The Beitels remodeled
an old Dutch colonial, then bought the lot
next door and built a second, much more
modern house, attached to the first. To
keep their double house in scale with the
neighborhood, the couple asked for two
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What Joanna Beitel calls “the cornerless corner” of the mod-
ern house (designed by Holden Withington of Beers/With-
ington) opens the living room to the garden. Just outside is
the football-shaped arbor and laminated polyester fireplace
from 3form.
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in the red house, orange and chartreuse plantings, and
a translucent periwinkle wall on the front patio.

The periwinkle wall, which lights up to glow purple
at night, anchors the little patio in front of the house.
This sheltered spot faces due east, so is great for morn-
ing coffee as well as overflow space for parties. Hart-
lage designed a perforated steel fence, which allows for
both light and privacy. Along the street, he designed
a colorful, textured parking-strip garden that invites
passers-by to pause and relax, with big rocks for climb-
ing and sitting.

Three years after construction, the garden’s wide bor-
ders are filling in with masses of foliage and flowers.
Chartreuse lady's mantle, Japanese forest grass and
hostas carpet the shady beds beneath mounds of ‘Blue
Billow’ hydrangeas. Japanese maples and parrotia color
up in autumn. In winter, the display is red twig dog-
wood, double white and dark purple hellebores.

With all the massing and hardscape, did Joanna get
her long list of “must-have” plants? She admits to tak-
ing out a few swathes of ornamental grasses to make
room for allium, day lilies and spring bulbs. Now the
kids' badminton net stretches across the back lawn, and
Joanna tucks geranium ‘Rozanne’ into any bare spot.
“It was too big a space to hope I could ever hav
it right on my own,” says Joanna. “ g collabora-

L T tively with Richard was so much fun.
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